Tom Sender
first International Anti-War conference was organized
in Berne in the spring of 1915. Before going to the
conference Robert Dissmann and I went to see Clara
Zetkin at her home in Wilhelmshohe, on the hills
near Stuttgart. We were told to be careful because
Clara's house was being watched. We saw no one
about. Clara, who was living with her second hus-
band, the painter HL Zundel, in a pretty little house
set in the middle of a garden, was at that time still
editor of the Socialist women's newspaper, Die
Gleichheit (Equality), and in close contact with Rosa
Luxemburg. She was one of the most active fighters
against war and very bitter towards anyone who did
not fully agree with her views. We discussed measures
to be taken to organize the opposition in south-
western Germany, the agenda of the Berne conference,
and, finally, how to spread the decisions of this gather-
ing, should it succeed. Clara again and again became
excited when the talk turned to persons whom she
considered traitors, and these included not only those
who had voted the war credits but also the opponents
of war who were not sufficiently irreconcilable.
Robert, fortunately, in his gentle way succeeded in
quieting her, and we came away well satisfied.
But in Berne we met unexpected difficulties. We
were certainly pleased to have not only German but
also French and English women delegates meet for a
common purpose while the cannon thundered on
all fronts. Women were the first to demonstrate that
the spirit of internationalism could not be killed
entirely. The French delegate, Louise Saummoneau,
was not sent by her party but joined us on her own
responsibility. It was her courageous campaign